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Essex Rescue, Inc.,
1 Educational Drive, Essex Junction, 05452  
Non-Emergency  (802) 878-4859   www.essexrescue.org
In calendar year 2009 Essex Rescue responded to a total of 1,544 calls.  Even though we’ve been very busy with our 911 call volume, we have also been actively working on several long-term projects!  

· We recently created a Community Advisory Board (CAB).  This board is comprised of one citizen from each of the five towns to which we provide primary ambulance coverage (Essex, Essex Junction, Underhill, Jericho, and Westford).  As our squad continues to grow (we now have over 80 members!) and as our communities grow, we realize the need to gather feedback from our communities.  Through the CAB, we hope to provide services that are more catered to the needs of your individual towns.

· As mentioned in last year’s town letter, we continue to work with the Underhill-Jericho Fire Department to enhance our ability to provide ambulance service from their Underhill location, thus allowing our Essex ambulance to be more effective in its response area.  We now staff a second ambulance in the Underhill-Jericho Fire Station.  We currently staff this ambulance four days a week and hope to add more days and nighttime coverage in the near future.  Many of you have asked why you are seeing an ambulance parked on the side of the road at the Essex/Jericho boundary.  This parking position is part of our new coverage efforts.  When the ambulance based out of our Essex station responds to a medical call, the ambulance stationed in the Underhill Fire Station moves a few miles closer to Essex in order to decrease response times. 

· We also continue to pursue paramedic coverage in our service area.  It is our hope that we’ll be able to move to this level of certification in the near future.  We have several paramedics on our staff and we very much look forward to moving to this level of coverage.
· Is your child restrained correctly in your car?  Essex Rescue offers free car seat inspections and fittings by a certified technician.  Being a fitting station means that if we find a seat that has been recalled or no longer fits the child, we will be able to replace the seat on site for the cost of the seat at the time of the inspection.  In 2009, we inspected 191 car seats.  Out of these 191 seats, just seventeen percent were installed correctly.  A car seat inspection includes checking for recalls, checking the child’s fit to seat, a correct installation, as well as looking for missing parts.  We also have educational materials available for adults and children.
Since 1971, Essex Rescue has been providing prompt and professional advanced life support 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.  We have over 80 volunteers and four paid staff members.  Our volunteer members have contributed more than 45,000 hours annually of volunteer service in addition to the time they spent on education and community outreach. We at Essex Rescue take pride in our reputation.  We maintain the highest standards of our profession; caring for our patients, their families and the community; and preventing illness and injury through public education.  We truly believe that we are one of the strongest ambulance squads in the state of Vermont, both medically and organizationally.
If you are interested in obtaining more information or becoming a volunteer with Essex Rescue, please call us at 878-4859 x2 for more information.
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